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Preface

In 1986, I was in the presence of my diksi-guru Nitya-lila-
pravista Om Visnupada 108 Srila Bhakti Vaibhava Puri
Gosvami Maharaja, my sannydsa-guru Nitya-lila-pravista
Orh Visnupada 108 Srila Bhakti Jivana Janardana Gosvami
Maharaja and my $iksi-guru Nitya-lila-pravista Nityananda
Dasa Brahmacari. All three of these distinguished Vaisnavas
were direct disciples of Nitya-lila-pravista Om Visnupada 108
Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada. I was
with them at Sri Gaudiya Matha, Subhasapalli, Kharagpur
in West Bengal. We were sitting together after breakfast
that morning engaged in a deep spiritual discussion. The
topic turned to Raganuga Vaisnavism and, in particular, the
most elevated topic of Rapanuga Vaisnavism. It was a rare
opportunity to hear such an esoteric discussion regarding the
highest truths of Gaudiya Vaisnavism from the mouths of
such exalted devotees of the Lord. It is rarer still that such an
important topic is rendered to the written word. But, this is
exactly what happened. Directly after the meeting of these
great souls, Srila Bhakti Jivana Janardana Gosvami Maharaja
felt inspired to write down the essence of all that was said that
morning. That original text was published by Nityananda
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Disa Brahmacari just as Srila Bhakti Jivana Janirdana
Gosvami Maharaja had recorded it.

This book is an English translation from the original
Oriya text. I have also added a short life history of His Divine
Grace Srila Bhakti Jivana Janardana Gosvami Maharija at
the end. It is my hope to benefit all the readers who feel
encouraged to dive deeply into the truths found in these
pages. By doing so, each devotee will directly nourish his
or her own understanding and good fortune. Qualified
devotees throughout the Gaudiya diaspora will find a
wealth of confidential knowledge and inspiration from this
presentation.

YL SRV WY & AW

Bhakti Vichar Bishnu Maharaj,
Present Acirya of Shri Krishna Chaitanya Mission
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Introduction

At the beginning of his book, Srila Bhakti Jivana Janardana
Gosvami Maharaja prays to his Gurudeva as follows:
namah om vispu-padaya krsnpa-presthaya bhitale
Srimate bhakti-siddbanta-sarasvatiti-namine (1)

I offer my respectful obeisances unto His Divine Grace
Srila Bhakti Siddhinta Sarasvati, who is very dear to
Lord Krsna, having taken shelter at His lotus feet.

Sri-varsabhanavi-devi-dayitaya krpabdhaye
krsna-sambandha-vijrana-dayine prabhave namap (2)

I offer my respectful obeisances to Sri Varsabhanavi-
devi-dayita Dasa (another name of Srila Bhakti
Siddhanta Sarasvati), who is favored by Srimati
Radharani and who is the ocean of transcendental
mercy and the deliverer of the science of Krsna.

madhuryojjvala-premadhya-sri ripanuga-bhakti-da
§ri gaura-karund-sakti-vigrahdya namo stu te (3)

I offer my respectful obeisances unto you, the
personified energy of Sri Caitanyas mercy, who



delivers devotional service which is enriched with the
conjugal love of Radha and Krsna, coming exactly in
the line of revelation of Srila Riipa Gosvami.

namas te gaura-vani svi mirtaye dina-tirine

ripanuga-viruddhipasiddhanta-dhvinta-harine (4)

I offer my respectful obeisances unto you, who are the
personified teachings of Lord Caitanya. You are the
deliverer of the fallen souls. You do not tolerate any
statement which is against the teachings of devotional
service enunciated by Srila Rapa Gosvami.

His Divine Grace Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura Prabhupada (1874-1937) blessed this world with
knowledge of our relationship with the Supreme Lord,
Sri Krsna. Without having established a relationship with
Sti Krsna, no one can be happy in this world. By the mercy
of the Vaisnavas, first one establishes a relationship with
guru. Then, by the mercy of one’s guru, one can establish
a relationship with Lord Krsna. Without achieving this
spiritual connection, the conditioned soul continues to form
many relationships with other conditioned living entities.
These temporary connections, though often well-intentioned,
invariably lead to multiple forms of suffering. Such distress
can come from our relationships with family members,
friends, neighbors, the larger communities of which we are
a member, society in general or from our country of birth.
Still, people tend to place great value on what are actually
temporary relationships such as father and son, husband
and wife, and fellow countrymen, etc. But these connections
never give anyone any lasting benefit.



Even though the residents of the whole universe belong to
one family, still we see that families quarrel among themselves.
For instance, if someone goes to another country and starts
a business and earns some wealth and builds a nice house,
instead of being happy for that person’s success, their own
family members often become envious and spiteful. If such
a person returns to their original home, they might find that
their family has become so jealous and mean-spirited as to
not even welcome them back. One’s relationships with both
family and country are neither permanent nor stable. Since
each living entity’s primary relationship is with their Creator,
Lord Krsna, trying to form lasting material relationships only
causes people to run here and there as they vainly search for
that missing connection.

An actual incident that clearly demonstrates this principle
was reported in an Indian newspaper. There was a young boy
named Gopala Gupta living in Delhi. When he was four
years old, he told his family that he was a brahmana and
could no longer eat his meals with them on account of their
being born in a lower caste. Upon hearing this, his parents
were shocked. They asked their son where he had gotten such
an idea. Gopala shared some of his past life recollections with
them. He gave them so many credible sounding details from
his alleged previous incarnation, and he did so with so much
conviction, that his parents believed him. He claimed that he
had worked at a business called Sukha Sanchari in Mathura.
Since there was no way a little boy could know the name
of an establishment so far away, his family took the boy to
Mathura and discovered that there was, in fact, a company
there named Sukha Sanchari.



While on the trip, they met the proprietor of the
business, explained the reason for their visit, and learned
that the owner’s second son had died of a gunshot wound
some four plus years before. After welcoming the little boy’s
family and hearing from them of his seemingly outrageous
claims, arrangements were made for Gopala’s previous wife
and sister-in-law to meet with Gopala. Upon introductions,
Gopala paid his proper respects to the woman who had been
the sister-in-law of the man Gopala claimed to have been
in his former life. He spoke quite cordially with her. But he
completely refrained from talking to the woman who would
have been his widow.

The family returned to Delhi after the meeting. One day,
Gopala’s mother asked her son why he had showed so much
respect to his former sister-in-law while rudely ignoring
his former wife. Gopala answered that he had no interest
in speaking to her because he had committed suicide — by
shooting himself — on account of her infidelity.

This story perfectly demonstrates how shallow our
material relationships actually are. People have an inherent
desire to form lasting and reliable connections with others.
The problem is that most people do not realize that the
relationship we are truly longing for is with Lord Krsna.
Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada
explained to us that this eternal relationship with Krsna
is what we actually desire. The soul’s pure relationship
with Krsna is eternal and any other relationship of this
world is temporary. Srila Bhakti Siddhanta further defined
relationship (sambandha) as meaning the bond or connection
that brings two living entities together.



People tend to think that their bodies are the most
important aspect of their existence. But a material body is
simply a product of Krsna’s external energy. Without the
presence of the spirit soul, which is Krsna’s marginal spiritual
energy, a body is nothing more than a lifeless lump of matter.

Krsna has innumerable names. Hrisike$a is one name
which means that He is the master of all senses. This includes
the senses of human beings and every other living entity in
creation. Another name for Krsna is Madana-mohana, which
means He who is so attractive that He bewilders even Cupid.
We can see from the history of human affairs that Cupid
can bewilder anyone. No living entity can escape from being
perturbed by the effects of Cupid. This includes exalted
personalities such as Lord Brahma and Lord Siva. Lord Krsna
is so attractive and appealing that He entices and bewilders
even Madana who is Cupid himself. Knowing these things,
we can deduce that we must also be attracted to Krsna and
have an eternal connection with Him. This relationship is
what Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada

came to this world to preach.
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‘The ‘leachings of the
GAUDIYA SAMPRADAYA

L) efore Srila Prabhupada’s divine appearance,
<ol many dcdryas were already teaching
|| about bhakti and other related spiritual
A| practices. Out of all of these dcdryas, it was
Srila Prabhupada who put special emphasis on the process

of riapanuga. Previous dcdiryas had come to this world
and preached widely about how to worship the Supreme
Lord according to time and circumstance. Among the
many Vaisnava lines, prevalent worshipable deities include
Nrsimhadeva, Vamana, Lord Rama, Vasudeva, Laksmi
Narayana and Radha Krsna.

From among the four waisnava-sampradiyas, Sri
Varsabhanavi-devi-dayita Dasa (Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura Prabhupada) is responsible for propagating the
speciality of Gaudiya Vaisnavism throughout the world.

In the history of Vaisnavism, only Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu (1486-1534) taught the worship of
Sri Sri Radha Krsna by the chanting of the holy names of the

Lord with an emotional outpouring of vraja-prema-rasa. By



this process, especially suitable for Kali Yuga, Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu distributed the sweet, loving mood of service
to Ridha and Krsna in Vrndavana. The nectarean service of
Sri St Radha Krsna has been received in the disciplic chain
of gurus, followers of Srila Rapa Gosvami (1493-1564),
Srila Svaripa Damodara Gosvami, Ramananda Raya, Sikhi
Mahiti and other intimate associates of Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu. Mahaprabhu also extensively explained the
science of krsna-bhakti to Srila Rapa Gosvami. This exchange
is recorded in Srila Krsna Disa Kaviraja Gosvami’s Caitanya-
caritamyta. Caitanya Mahaprabhu further instructed
Rapa Gosvami to write literature to explain the science of
krsna-bhakti. Ripa Gosvami therefore wrote voluminously,
producing valuable books such as Sri Bhakti-rasimyta-
sindhu, Sri Ujjvala-nilamani, Sri Vidagdha-maidbava-
nataka, Sri Laliti-madbava-nataka, Sri Dina-keli-kaumudi,
Sri Caru-puspanjalib, Sri Govinda-viruddavali and many stutis
(prayers) and other works that explain the Gaudiya Vaisnava
philosophy of bhakti-rasa.

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s philosophy of inconceivable
simultaneous oneness and difference (acintya-bhedabheda-
tattva) explains that living entities possess the same qualities
as the Lord. The Lord is eternal, cognizant, and blissful.
So is the individual soul. In this way, the Lord and the
individual soul are the same. But quantitatively they are
vastly different. The Lord, by His desire, creates, maintains
and destroys billions of universes. But the infinitesimal soul
can never even imagine such immeasurable power. This
same simultaneous difference and oneness is present in the
different relationships that Lord Krsna exhibits with His
eternal associates. The Lord sports with His devotees as if



He is one of them and equal to them. Yet He remains the
Supreme Lord although not exhibiting His divine opulence.
Srila Riapa Gosvami, the dearmost disciple of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, differentiated among the various features of
the activities of Sri Sri Radha Govinda and realized the high
position of Their incomparably sweet conjugal dalliances.
He then juxtaposed this realization to the simultaneous
oneness and difference in Mahaprabhu’s acintya-bhedabheda-
tattva.
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The Service to
SRIMATI RADHARANI

| I of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s associates
% and followers accepted and practiced the
)| principles taught by Srila Rapa Gosvami.
& Each of six of the Gosvamis are factually

forms of Radharani’s divine qualities. The Six Gosvamis
accepted Radharani, the daughter of King Vrsabhanu, as
their all-in-all. Through that relationship, they easily achieved
pure devotional service to Lord Krsna. In their writings and
by their examples, they have mercifully taught others how
to be pure followers of Srimati Radharani and how to serve
Lord Krsna.

Before Sri Gauranga Mahaprabhu did so, Srila Bilva-
mangala Thakura and Srila Madhavendra Puri were teaching
the bhakti path. But they had not systematically preached
the method of service to Srimati Radharani. After their
contribution, Mahaprabhu and His eternal associates, the
Six Gosvamis, firmly established the process of ridha-dasyam.
Without service to Srimati Radharani, it is difficult to achieve
pure devotional service to Lord Krsna. In the 9™ verse of



Nectar of Instruction, Rupa Gosvami mentions the topmost
places in all of creation:

vaikunthij janito vara madhu-puri tatrapi risotsavid
vrnddaranyam udira-pani-ramandt tatripi govardhanah
radhba-kundam ihapi gokula-pateh premamytiplavandr

kurydd asya virdjato giri-tate sevam viveki na kah

The holy place known as Mathura is spiritually superior
to Vaikuntha, the transcendental world, because the
Lord appeared there. Superior to Mathura-puri is
the transcendental forest of Vrndavana because of
Krsna’s 7isa-lila pastimes. And superior to the forest
of Vrndavana is Govardhana Hill, for it was raised
by the divine hand of Sri Krsna and was the site of
His various loving pastimes. And, above all, the super
excellent Sri Radha-kunda stands supreme, for it is
overflooded with the ambrosial nectarean prema
of the Lord of Gokula, Sri Krsna. Where, then, is
that intelligent person who is unwilling to serve this
divine Riadha-kunda, which is situated at the foot of
Govardhana Hill?

Ripa Gosvami’s writings are rife with his contemplations
of connecting with Krsna by serving Radha. Verse 23 of
Sri Catu-puspanjalip records Srila Rapa Gosvami’s beautiful
prayer to Radharani:

karundam mubur arthaye
param tava vrndivana-cakravartini
api kesaripor yatha bhavet
sa capu-prarthana-bhijanam janah

O queen of Vrndavana, moment after moment I beg
only for Your kindness. By Your kindness may this
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person become able to offer proper prayers to Lord
Krsna, the enemy of Kefl.

Further, in 77 Gandharva-Samprarthandstakam, verses 2
and 3 we read:
ha devi! kiku-bhara-gadgadayidya vica
ydce nipatya bhuvi dandavad udbhatirtih
asya prasidam abudhasya janasya krtva
gandharvike! nija-gane ganandam vidhebi

O Devi Gandharvika! In utter desperation I throw
myself on the ground like a stick and with a choked
voice humbly implore You to please be merciful to this
fool and count me as one of Your own.

Syame! ramad-ramana-sundarata-varistha-
saundarya-mohita-samasta-jagaj-janasya
Syamasya vima-bhuja-baddha-tanum kadihanm
tvam indird-virala-ripa-bharam bhajami?

O Srimati Syama! Your master is even more charming
than Narayana Bhagavan and His beauty enchants
the entire creation. You are always at His left side,
embraced by His arm, and Your beauty cannot ever
be equalled, even by that of Laksmi Devi. When will
I have properly worshipped such beauty?

Similarly, Srila Bhakti Vinoda Thakura (1838-1914) has
written glorifications of Srimati Radharani in his song Radha
Bbhajane Jadi:

radha-bhajane jadi mati nihi bheli
krsna-bhajana tava akirana geli (1)



If your desire for the worship of Srimati Radharani
does not come about, then your so-called worship of
Krsna is completely useless.

atapa-rohita siraya nihi jani
radha-virahita madhava nabi mani (2)

Just as I never know the sun to be without sunlight, so
I do not care to regard Madhava without Radha.

kevala madhava pijaye so ajndni
radhai anddara koro-i abhimani (3)

One who worships Madhava alone is imperfect in his
knowledge, and one who disrespects Radha is simply
conceited and proud.

kabarnhi nahi korobi tarkor sanga
citte icchasi jadi braja-rasa-ranga (4)

You should never associate with such a person if you at
all desire within your heart to participate in the eternal
sportive pastimes of Vraja.

radhika-disi jadi hoy abhimina
Sighra-i mila-i taba gokula-kina (5)
If one considers oneself to be a humble maidservant

of Radhika, then such a person very quickly meets the
Lord of Gokula.

brahma, Siva, nirada, sruti, nardyani

radbiki-pada-raja pijaye mani’ (6)



Lord Brahmi, Lord Siva, Narada Muni, the personified
Vedas, and Laksmi Devi all honor and worship the
dust of Radhika’s lotus feet.

umad, rama, satyd, saci, candrd, rukmini
radha-avatira sabe, amnaya-vini (7)

The Vedic scriptures declare that the goddesses Uma,
Rama, Satya, Saci, Candri, and Rukmini are all
personal expansions of Srimati Radharani.

heno ridhé-paricarya jankara dhana
bhakativinoda ta’r magaye carana (8)

Bhakti Vinoda, whose only treasure is the service of
such a Radha, humbly begs for Her lotus feet.

The worship of Radha Krsna is the life and soul of
Ripanuga Gaudiya Vaisnavas. Srila Raghunatha Disa
Gosvami (1494-1571) considered Srila Rapa Gosvami to
be his guru and respected him accordingly. In Sri Manap-
Siksa, Srila Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami taught his readers to
serve Radha Krsna according to the instructions he received
from Srila Rapa Gosvami. This is what is meant by the
term Ripanuga. Srila Raghunatha Disa Gosvami’s constant,
heartfelt prayer was for the exclusive service of Radharani. In
the 10™ and 11% verses of Sri Manah-Siksi, Raghunatha Disa
Gosvami wrote the following instruction to his own mind:

ratim gauri lile api tapati saundarya kiranaip
Saci laksmi satyah paribhavati saubbdigya-valanaih
vasikdrais candravali-mukha-navina-vraja-satip
ksipaty drid ya tam hari-dayita-radham bhaja manah



O mind, please worship Lord Hari’s beloved Radha.
With the splendor of Her beauty She makes Rati,
Gauri, and Lila burn with envy. With the power
of Her good fortune She defeats Saci, Laksmi, and
Satyabhama. And with Her ability to control Krsna
She completely eclipses Candravali and the other
pious young girls of Vraja.

saman Sri-ripena smara-vivasa-ridha-giribhytor
vraje saksit-sevi-labhana-vidhaye tad-gana-yujob
tad-ijyikhyi-dhyana-sravana-nati-parcamytam idam
dhayan nityd govardhanam anudinam tvam bhaja manah

O mind, in order to attain the direct service of the two
divine lovers, Sri Sri Ridha Giridhari, in the company
of Their friends, every day you must constantly
drink, with Srila Rapa Gosvami, the five nectars of
worshiping Them, chanting Their names, meditating
on Them, hearing about Them, bowing down before
Them, and every day you must worship Govardhana

Hill.

Raghunitha Diasa Gosvamt’s book S77 Vildpa-kusumanjalib,
verse 43, describes the following:
yasyarka-ranjita-Sirds tava mana-bhange
gosthendra-sinur adbikam susamam upaiti
laksa-rasah sa ca kadi padayor adhaste
nyasto maydpy atitaram chavim dpsyatiha

His head reddened by the marks of Your feet as He
tries to soothe Your jealous anger, Lord Krsna has
become extremely handsome. When, decorated with



nectar red lac by me, will Your feet become very

splendid?

And in verse 131 of Sri Visikhanandibhidba-stotram, Srila
Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami writes:
bhajami ridham aravinda-netram
smarami radhiam madhura-smitdsyam
vadami radpam karuna-bharardram
tato mamanydsti gatir na kdpi

I worship Radha who has lotus eyes, I remember
Radha who has a sweet smile, and I speak of Radha
who is melted with compassion. There is nothing else
for me. She is my life and soul.
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‘The Process of
RUPANUGA-BHAJAN

Al he lotus feet of Sri Vrsabhianu-nandini,
Rt\t)g Stimati Radhika, are the spiritual treasure of
=M ) JIl the Ripanuga process. The pleasure pastimes
A 2 of Sri Sri Radha Krsna can only be realized
by following in the line of Rapa Gosvami. Among all of
Radha’s maidservants (sakhis and manjaris), Rupa Mafjari
(Srila Ripa Gosvami) is topmost. She is expert at explaining
all of Radha’s and Krsna’s /ilds. Whoever wants to taste these
conjugal, loving pastimes should follow Ripa Gosvami. This

is the sum and substance of the Rapanuga process.

Srila Narottama Dasa Thakura’s (1550-1587) Sri Ripa
Marnijari Pada is the first song in the Ldilasa section of his
collection of devotional prayers called Prarthani. Here he
teaches the mindset of a Ripanuga Vaisnava and the process
of praying to Sri Rapa Mafjari:

Sri-riipa-marnjari-pada, sei mora sampada,
sei mora bhajana-pujana
sei mora prana-dhana, sei mora dbharana,
sei mora jivanera jivana (1)



The lotus feet of Sti Ripa Mafjari are my treasure, my
devotional service, and my object of worship. They
give my life meaning, and they are the life of my life.

sei mora rasa-nidhi, sei mora varichda-siddhi,
sei mora vedera dharama
sei vrata, sei mpd[o, sei mora mantra-japa,
sei mora dharama-karama (2)

They are the perfection of rasa, and they are perfection
worthy of attainment. They are the very law of the
Vedic scriptures for me. They are the meaning of all
my fasts and penances and my silent uttering of my
mantras. They are the basis of religion and activities.

anukila habe vidhi, se-pade haibe siddhi,
nirakhiba e dui nayane
se ripa-madhuri-risi, prana-kuvalaya-sasi,

praphullita habe nisi-dine (3)

By the purifying process of favorable devotional service
one will attain perfection and with these two eyes be
able to see. His transcendental form is shining like
moonlight in my heart, and my heart therefore shines
and reciprocates. In other words, the ordinary moon
lights up the night, and its shine illuminates other
objects; but the moon of the effulgence of the form of
Sti Rapa Maiijari shines into the heart and makes the
heart also shine back to the spiritual sky. This moon
shines not only in the night time, but day and night.

tuyd adarsana-ahi, garale jirala debi,
cira-dina tapita jivana



ha ha prabhu kara daya, deha more pada-chaya,

narottama laila Sarana (4)

Your absence from my vision is like a dose of strong
poison, and I will suffer dll the end of my life.
Narottama Dasa Thakura says: “Please give me your
mercy and the shade of your lotus feet.”

Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada, the
greatest dcarya from among all of the Rapanuga Vaisnavas,
was always chanting this song and teaching it to others. He
also taught that one should take shelter of the lotus feet of
the manjaris.

A common mood among Rapanugas is to greedily long
for an opportunity to serve in the spiritual world. This
mood (bhdva), known as lilasamayi, is expressed as an
expectation of future fulfilment. The supplicant is asking,

“when, when, when?” in anticipation. In the following bhajan,
Srila Narottama Disa Thakura inquires as to when his guru,
Srila Lokanitha Dasa Gosvami, will offer him to the lotus feet
of Srila Riapa Gosvami:

Suniydchi sadhu-mukbe bale sarva-jana
§ri ripa-krpaya mile jugala-carana (1)

I have heard from the mouths of pure devotees that
by the mercy of Sti Riapa Gosvami, one can attain the
lotus feet of Sri Sri Radha and Krsna.

ha! ha! prabhu sandtana gaura-parivira
sabe mili’ vancha-pirna karaha amara (2)

O my lord, Sanatana Gosvami, and the associates of
Gauranga, all of you kindly fulfil my desires.



§ri ripera krpd jena ama-prati haya
se-pada dsraya jan'ra, sei mahdisaya (3)

Let the mercy of Sr1 Rapa Gosvami be upon me, for
whoever has taken shelter of him is my master.

prabhu lokanditha kabe sange laiya jabe
§ri ripera pada-padme more samarpibe (4)

When will my lord, Lokanatha Gosvami, take me with
him, and place me at the lotus feet of Sri Rapa?

hena ki haibe mora—narma-sakhbi-gane
anugata narottame karibe sisane (5)

Will it ever happen to me that the dearest sakhis will
chastise their servant, Narottama Dasa?

Only those who are not attracted by the opulence of
Vaikuntha can serve Riadha Krsna. Srila Narottama Dasa
Thakura anxiously prayed to Sri Rapa Mafjari, “when will
you engage me to serve St1 Sri Radha Krsna?”

Service to Radha and Krsna is the pure activity (dharma)
of the soul. The karma, jfiana, and yoga processes are hard and
dry like stone or wood and are not the spontaneous character
of the soul. By practicing those processes, one will never feel
bliss. Only by the service of Sri Sti Radha Govinda will the
soul enjoy transcendental bliss. While this pure happiness
can manifest in the practice stage of bhakti, it especially
manifests in the perfectional stage. But it will never come by
the activities of karma, jidna, and yoga.

To serve Sri Sri Ridhi Maidhava, one should follow
Srila Rapa Gosvams teachings. Without following his
teachings, no one will be able to enter, enjoy or realize



the divine pastimes of Sti Sri Ridhi Govinda. Therefore,
Srila Narottama Disa Thakura prayed for this in his songs.
One such prayer is Song 1 of Sri Rapa Rati Manijaryah
Vijnaptib:
radha-kysna-sevon mui jivane marane
tara sthana tarva lild dekhor vatri dine (1)

I will serve Radha and Krsna during life and after
death. I will see day and night the pastimes and see
the places of pastimes.

je sthana je lila kare jugala-kisora
sakhir sangini han tanhe hana bhora (2)
Wherever the pastimes of the young Couple are being

performed, I will be absorbed in them as a girlfriend
in the company of other girlfriends.

Sri-riipa-manjari-pada sevon niravadhi
tara pada-pado mora mantra mahausadhi (3)

I forever serve the feet of Sri Rapa-mafjari. Those
lotus feet are my mantra and medicinal herbs.

Sri-rati-manjari devi more kara daya

anukhana deba tuya pada-pado-chiya (4)

O Sri Rati Majari, O holy goddess, be merciful to me,
and constantly provide me shelter at your lotus feet.

Sri-rdsa-manjari devi kara abadhina

anukhana debo tuwwa pada-pado-dhyina (5)



O Sri Rasa Madjari, O holy goddess, mercifully
glance at me, and allow me always to meditate on
your lotus feet.

vrnddvane nitya nitya jugala-vildsa
prarthand karaye sadd narottama ddsa (6)

The Couple’s on-going eternal pastimes in Vrndavana
are always prayed for by Narottama Dasa.

Srila Prabodhananda Sarasvati Thakura was a topmost
follower in the Rapanuga line. His glorification of Srimati
Radharani in his Syi-Radhi-rasa-sudbi-nidhi is unsurpassed.
Here is the 3" verse:

yo brabhma-rudra-suka-narada-bhisma-mukhyair
dlaksito na sahasa purusasya tasya
sadyo-vasi-karana-cirnam ananta-saktin
tam radhikd-carana-renum anusmarami

I meditate on the dust of Sri Radha’s feet, dust that
even Brahmi, Siva, Sukadeva, Nirada, Bhisma and a
host of great saints cannot see, dust that has limitless
power, dust that at once transforms the Supreme
Personality of Godhead into Sti Radh&s submissive
servant.

The Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna, is the form
of the mellow of the love of Sri Ridhi. When Radharani
is with Krsna, He becomes even more sweet and attractive.
Without Radha, Krsna alone has less pleasure. Rapanuga
practitioners (sddhakas) always remember the lotus feet of
Radharani.

The process for arousing prema-bhakti is written about in
Prema-bhakti-candriki by Narottama Dasa Thakura. In the
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second text of chapter 6 of his poetic masterpiece, he explains
the means and the end of a devotee’s life:

manera smarana prana madhura madhura dhima
Jugala bildsa smyti-sira
sadhya sidhana ei ihi bai dra nai
ei tattva sarba-siddba-sara

Remembrance of the Lord’s pastimes is the life and
soul of the devotee. Remembering the sweet loving
pastimes of Radha and Krsna is the essence of all the
processes. This is the goal of life as well as the best
means of achieving the goal.

Besides sakhis, no one can enter the secret pastimes of
Sri Sti Radhi Govinda. This includes Lord Siva, Lord Brahma,
Narada Muni, and Sukadeva Gosvami. Anyone who wants
the association of Krsna or who wants to see Sri Sri Radha
Krsna has to follow Radharants sakhis. Only those who
follow the sakhis and attain Radhirants foot dust are able to
control Krsna.

Song 9 of Prema-bhakti-candrika is called Radhika-carana-
renu — The Dust of the Lotus Feet of St Radhika. In this song,
Narottama Dasa Thakura explains:

radhika carana-renu, bhisana kariya tanu,
andydse pabe giridhairi
radhika-carandsraya, ye kare se mahisaya,
tdn re mui yao balihari (1)

One who adorns his body with the dust of the lotus

feet of Srimati Radhika will easily get Lord Giridhari.

By taking the lotus feet of Srimati Radhika as his

dsraya or sole refuge, he becomes an exalted devotee

— to him I say, “Excellent! Bravo!”



Jaya jaya ridhd-nama, vrndavana yin'ra dhima,
krsna-sukba-vilisera nidhi
hena radha-guna-gina, na sunila mora kana,
varicita karila more vidhi (2)

All glories to Sri Radh#s name. Vrndavana is Her
abode. She is the wealth of Krsna’s blissful pastimes. If
my ears never hear such glories as Radhas, then I have
been cheated by the hands of destiny.

tdn’ra bhakta-sange sada, risa-lila prema-katha,
ye kare se paya ghanasyima
ihate vimukha yei, tdra kabhu siddhi nai,
nahi yena Suni tara nima (3)

One who is always in the association of devotees who
hear about and discuss prema-katha, topics on divine
love, such as the rdsa-/ila pastimes in Vrndavana, he
will get the lotus feet of that Krsna whose bodily hue is
like a dark-blue monsoon cloud. He who is adverse to
hearing and discussing these topics will never achieve
the goal of life, nor do I ever want to hear his name.

krsna-nama-géane bhaii, radhiki-carana paii,
radha-nama-gine kyspacandra
saniksepe kahinu kathad, ghucdo manera byatha,

dubkbhamaya anya katha-dvandva (4)

O brothers! By chanting Krsna’s names, one can get
Radhika’s lotus feet; and by chanting Radha’s names
one can get the moonlike Lord Krsna. In a few brief
words I have told what gives relief to this aching heart
— other talks are simply full of misery with conflicting
words and thoughts.



The glorification of Sri Radharan’s lotus feet is found in

verse 13 of Radhi-rasa-sudhi-nidhib:

vrndavanesvari tavaiva padaravindam
premamytaika-makaranda-rasaugha-pirnam
hydy arpitam madhupateh smara-tapam ugram
nirvapayat parama-sitalam dsrayimi

O queen of Vrndavana, I take shelter of Your lotus
feet, which are flooded with nectar, which are cool and
pleasing, and which, placed over Lord Krsna’s heart,
extinguish the blazing fire of desire that torments Him.

Rasaraja Sri Krsna is the king of all 7asas. When Sri Krsna
sees Srimati Radharants conjugal sulky anger (mina), He
desires to pacify Her. He pleads with Her not to be so hard-
hearted, but She will not give up Her dark mood. Krsna tries
a variety of ways to apologize to Her, to appease Her, to beg
Her forgiveness and to humbly demonstrate His submission
to Her. He compliments Radharani and tries to romance Her,
but She still rejects all of His attempts. Krsna is suffering
under the spell of Cupid. He anxiously wonders why the
person who has the most beauty and the best qualities can be
so cruel. Desiring to touch Her lotus feet, His aching heart
becomes calm and He feels pacified. This has no effect on the
intensity of Radharant’s sulky mood. As told in Gita Govinda,
sarga 10, verse 8, Krsna then utters:

smara-garala-khandanam mama Sirasi mandanam
dehi pada-pallavam udiram
Jvalati mayi daruno madana-kadaninalo
haratu tad-upahita-vikiram

O My beloved! The delirium of love has lodged in My
head. Place the fresh petals of Your enchanting feet



there to counteract its poison, and let those feet pacify
the harsh fire of amorous desires burning within.

Then Krsna catches Her feet, pulls them towards Himself
with great longing and affection, and places them to His
chest. With this, Cupid’s effect dissipates and Krsna’s heart
is soothed. The lotus feet of Radharani are full of the nectar
of love and are cooling to the heart. For this reason, among
others, Rapanuga Vaisnavas worship Radharants lotus
feet. Her footprints adorn the whole of Vraja Mandala; the
very touch of Her lotus hands beautifies the blossoming
creeper buds. Witnessing this, the birds of Vrndavana chant
Radharant’s fame. It is said that, in their hearts, all Rapanuga
Vaisnavas live in this Vindavana. This is explained in Ridha-
rasa-sudha-nidpib, text 14:

radhi-karivacita-pallava-vallarike
radba-padinka-vilasan-madhura-sthalike
radha-yaso-mukhbara-matta-khagavalike
radha-vibdara-vipine ramatim mano me

I pray that my heart may find its happiness in Radha’s
pastime forest, where the vines bear flowers picked by
Radha’s own hands, where many charming places bear
Radha’s footprints, and where the birds passionately
sing of Radha’s glories.

In the same way that the seven oceans decorate this
universe, Radharani’s seven qualities decorate Her. This
beautiful analogy is made in Ridhi-rasa-sudhi-nidhih, text 18:

vidagdhya-sindhur anuriga-rasaika-sindhur
vatsalya-sindhur atisandra-krpaika-sindhum
lavanya-sindhur amyta-cchavi-ripa-sindhum
Sri-radhika sphuratu me hydi keli-sindhum



May Sti Radhi, who is an ocean of intelligence, a
nectar ocean of love, an ocean of kind affection, an
ocean of great mercy, an ocean of beauty, an ocean
of nectar splendor, and an ocean of transcendental
pastimes, appear in my heart.

Though Krsna is full of bliss and expert in all arts, still He
learns the art of love from Srimati Radharani. This prayerful
mood is disclosed in Ridhi-rasa-sudhd-nidhib, text 142:

radha-nama-sudha-rasam rasayitum jibvistu me vihvala
padau tat-pada-kankitdsu caratim vrndatavi-vithisu
tat-karmaiva karam karotu hydayam tasyim padam dhydiyatim
tad-bhivotsavatam param bhavatu me tat-pranandthe ratim

May my tongue tremble with the desire to taste the
nectar of Radhas name. May my feet follow Her
footprints in Vrndavana forest. May my hands work to
please Her. May my heart meditate on Her feet. May I
celebrate a great festival of love for the Lord of Her life.
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The “Worship of the
DIVINE COUPLE

| carned devotees in the Rapanuga line do
not worship Lord Krsna alone; they worship
Radha and Krsna conjugal. The variety and
sweetness of Krsna’s pastimes are increased
by the presence of Radharani. Without her, His /ilis would
not be as charming or attractive. Krsna can never be without
Radha. When She exhibits Her sulky mood, Krsna performs
many theatrics to pacify Her. Krsna’s condition during these
interchanges is revealed in Ridha-rasa-sudha-nidhih, text 39:
venup karan nipatitah skhalitam sikhandam
bhrastam ca pita-vasanam vraja-rija-sinoh
yasyam katiksa-sara-ghita-vimircchitasya
tam radhikdam paricarami kada rasena

When will | serve Radha with 7zsz? Because of Her,
Krsna, fainting by the injury of Her arrow glance,
drops the flute from His hand, drops the peacock

feather from His head, and drops His yellow cloth
from His body.



Followers of the Raganuga line in the conjugal mood
always worship both Radha and Krsna. They don’t practice
any karma, jidna, yoga or even vaidhi-bhakti; they focus only
on prema-bhakti.

Rapanugas connect with the sakhis to serve this
divine connubial mood. To this end, they worship under
the guidance of the sakhis. In the conjugal pastimes of
Sti Sti Radha Govinda, Sri Rapa Mafjari is the chief among
all of the other marnjaris. It is only through Rapa Manjari that
one gains entrance into these secret pastimes. The Rapanuga
Vaisnavas follow Rapa Manjari to serve Radha and Krsna in
the mood of the gopis. In this way, they fulfil their innermost
hearts’ desires.

In verse 415 (chapter 12, verses 1-2) of Prarthanad, a
collection of Srila Narottama Dasa Thakuras prayers, he asks:

kabe brsabhinu-pure ahiri gopera ghare
tanayad haiya janamiba
Jjabate amara kabe e prani-grahana habe

When will I be born as a daughter in a family of
cowherders in Vrsabhanu’s village and marry in Yavata?

Without a perfect spiritual body, no one can actually serve
the divine couple Radha and Krsna. As found in Gitamala,
the expert of rapanuga-bhajan, Srila Bhakti Vinoda Thakura,
sang in Song 2 of his Siddhi Lilasa:

dekhite dekbite, bhuliba vi kabe, nija-sthila-paricaya
nayane heriba, vraja-pura-sobha, nitya cid-ananda-maya (1)

When will I be able to leave this plane of my gross
bodily identity far behind? Within a split second, I will
completely forget about all these false external affairs
and behold the exquisite beauty of the transcendental

=2 38 =]



realm of Vraja, which is completely paraded with
eternal, conscious bliss.

vrsabhinu-pure, janama laiba, yavage viviha ha'be
vraja-gopi-bhava, haibe svabhiva, ina-bhiva na rahibe (2)

I shall then take birth in Varsana, the town of King
Vrsabhanu, and I will be married nearby in the town
of Yavata. My sole disposition and character shall be
that of a simple cowherd girl, and I shall not know any
other mood.

nija-siddha-deba, nija-siddha-nama, nija-ripa-sva-vasana
radha-krpa-bale, labhiba va kabe, krspa-prema-prakarana (3)

I shall obtain my own eternal spiritual body,
transcendental name, and specific type of beauty and
dress for the pleasure of Krsna. And when, by the
power of Sti Radha’s causeless mercy, will I be allowed
entrance into the pastimes of divine love of Krsna?

Jjamuna-salila, aharane giya, bujhiba yugala-rasa
prema-mugdha haye, pagalini-priya, gaiba ridhdra jasa (4)

As I go with a water pot on my head to draw water
from the Yamuna River, I shall cherish remembrance
of the mellows of conjugal love that unite Sri Radha
with Krsna. Thus, being enchanted by Their divine
love, I will madly sing the glories of Sri Radha just like

a raving lunatic.

In another song, Hena Kaile Habe Bilisa Manjari, Bhakti
Vinoda Thakura says that without following the sakhis, no
one will be able to serve Ridha and Krsna:



hena kile habe bilisa manjari
anarga manjari dra
amare heriya ati krpa kori
bolibe bacana sara (1)

At this time, Vilasa Manjari and Ananga Mafjari will
arrive, bestowing their mercy upon me and speaking
the essence of all words.

Srila Bhakti Vinoda Thakura visualizes here that both
Vilasa Mafjari and Ananga Mafjari come to him as he is
fetching water at the Yamuna while singing the glories of
Sti Radha in a mood bewildered by prema. Ananga Mafjari
is the younger sister of Sri Radha and in gawura-lili she is
Jahnava Devi, the wife of Lord Nityananda. Thakura Bhakti
Vinoda is initiated in Srimati Jahnava Thakurant’s disciplic
line (dbara). Sri Vilasa Mafjari is the gopi identity of the
Thakura’s spiritual master, Srila Jagannitha Dasa Babaji
Maharaja. Thus, Srila Bhakti Vinoda Thikura sees in his
vision that both Ananga Mafjari (head of his disciplic lineage)
and Vilasa Mafijari (his spiritual master) approach him, thus
enabling him to approach the eternal reality of Sri Sri Radha
Krsna’s seva through the disciplic line.

eso, eso, sakhi! Sri-lalitd-gane
Janibo tomadre dja
grha-katha chari ridha-krsna bhajo
tydjiyd dharama-ldja (2)
“Come, come sakhi! You are one of those in the group

of Lalita. Give up all household talks, give up your
dharma of shyness and worship Radha and Krsna!”



In the first line of this verse, lalita-gane means the group
headed by Sri Lalita. Through the medium of Ananga
Mafjari and Vilasa Manjari, Srila Bhakti Vinoda Thakura
now sees that he has been placed in the group headed by
Sti Lalita Devi.

se madhura vani Suniyd e jana
se dunbara Sri-carane
asraya loibe durihe krpa kori
loibe lalita-sthine (3)

Hearing these sweet words from these two, I will take
shelter of their feet. Giving me shelter and bestowing

their mercy upon me, they will take me to the place
of Sri Lalita.

lalita sundari sadaya hoiyi
koribe amare dasi
sva-kunja-kutire dibena basati
Jjani seba-abhilisi (4)

The beautiful Lalita will mercifully accept me as
one of her maidservants, giving me a residence in a
small cottage in her 4u7ija. I will then understand all
aspirations for seva.

The residence (sva-kusija-kuttra) of Srila Bhakti Vinoda
Thakura (whose gopi form is Kamala Mafjari) is Svananda-
Sukhada-Kunfja, a cottage grove near Radha-kunda in the
area of Lalita Kunda.

Srila Bhakti Siddhianta Sarasvati Thikura, the son of
Srila Bhakti Vinoda Thakura, propagated these Rapanuga
spiritual conclusions (siddhantas). Ruapanuga Gaudiya
Vaisnavas emphasize and glorify the ponds (kundas) where



the Divine Couple’s loving exchanges take place and these
locations are central to the Rapanuga process of worship.
Rapanugas hold the understanding that within the spiritual
world, Mathura-dhima is more attractive than Vaikuntha
due to the sweet pastimes that occur in Mathura. But more
appealing than the pastimes of Mathura are the pastimes of
Vrndavana-dhama. Why? Nanda-nandana Sri Krsna’s sweet
parental reltionship, vdtsalya-rasa, with Vasudeva and Devaki
is exhibited in Mathura but there is no 7isz dance festival
there. The sweet conjugal (mddhurya) mood and the amorous
rasa dance performed by Gopi-jana-vallabha Sri Krsna, the
lover of the gopis, occurs only in Sri Vrndavana-dhima.
Within Vrndavana, Govardhana is superior because Radha
and Krsna, in their fresh, youthful (kisora/kisori) pastimes,
conjugally sport in Govardhana Hill’s many caves and groves.
Radha-kunda is superior to Govardhana and is the jewel of
all spiritual kingdoms. It is full of the waves of the topmost
nectar of conjugal love.

The various pastime places have their own unique
specialities. At Rasasthali, there are two prominent groups
of gopis known as the left wing (vama) and the right
wing (daksina) who quarrel over Krsna’s attention. These
groups have divisive moods towards each other. In their
inter-relationships there are contrary moods (asamanjasa),
expert service moods (samartha), and harmonizing moods
(samanmaya). CandravalT’s group can participate in the risa
dance at Vrndavana and in a limited number of other places.
But her faction can never go to Govardhana let alone to
Radha-kunda. These places serve as fortresses for Radharant’s
loyalists and allow entrance only to those in Her camp.



Sweetness alone is present in the 7dsa dance in Vrndavana.
But sweetness (mddhurya) mixed with mercy (audirya) is
exhibited at Govardhana and this makes Ridha’s and Krsna’s
pastimes there all the more relishable. Radharani’s group, the
Rapanugas, are loyal to Radharani, and Radharani alone.
CandravalT’s clan is against the Rapanugas so the Rapanugas
don’t at all care to mix with Candravali or her followers. Sti
Svaripa Damodara Gosvami, who is Lalita Devi in krsna-
lila, and Rapanuga Gaudiya Vaisnavas (followers of Rapa
Gosvami, who is none other than Rapa Manjari) are in
competition with those who belong to Candravalf’s group.

At Govardhana, Candravali’s group saw Krsna in His four-
armed Narayana form and offered Him respect (prandmas)
yet were unable to see Him in His original two-armed form.
But, when Radharani arrived, Krsna was completely unable
to maintain His four-armed form on account of Radharani’s
ecstatic emotional attachment. This pastime shows how
Radha’s love defeats Krsna’s potency. It also demonstrates how
Her love for Krsna is superior compared to that of all others.

Rapanuga devotees serve Radha-kunda in the mellow of
complete fidelity to Radharani. Many such sddhus reside on
the banks of Sri Radhi-kunda and serve under the guidance
(anugatya) of the manjaris. Sti Radha alone is their all-in-
all; She is their everything. Since Gaudiya Vaisnavas have
this speciality compared to other wvaispava-sampradayas,
Sri Varsabhanavi-devi-dayita Dasa, Srila Bhakti Siddhinta
Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada, distinguished himself from
them in accordance with the teachings of Srila Ripa Gosvami.
All of these spiritual conclusions, as presented by Srila Bhakti
Siddhanta Sarasvati Thakura, are among his tremendous
contributions to Gaudiya Vaisnavism.
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“The Longing of
OUR ACARYAS
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i —w~waed| be invited to serve the Divine Couple by

assisting under the tutelage of Ripa Manjari:

ei nava dasi boli $ri ripa cahibe
heno subba ksana mora kata dine habe (1)

When will the auspicious moment come, when
Sri Rapa Mafjari will accept me as her maidservant?

Sighra Gjnd karibena — dasi hetha aya!
sevdra susajjd karya karaha tvardya (2)

She will order me saying, “Quickly make arrangement
for the service of Sri Sri Radha and Krsna.”
anandita haiya hiyd tira djna bale
pavitra manete karya kariba tatkale (3)



With a joyful mood and a pure mind, T will
immediately execute that order.

sevdra samagri ratna thilete kariya
suvdsita vari svarna jharite puriya (4)

Taking the ingredients for Their service on a golden
plate along with scented water in a perforated
waterpot,. ..

dorthira sammukbe laye diba sighragati
narottamera dasi kabe haibe emati (5)

...I will immediately take them to Their Lordships Sri
Sri Radha and Krsna. Thus, Narottama yearns for such
a situation.

Narottama Dasa Thakura also reflects on how Rapa
Manjari will mercifully present him to the Divine Couple

for their service. He does so in his song Sri Ripa Pascite Ami
Rahiba Bhita Hana:

Sri-riipa pascite ami rahiba bhita hana
dorihe pinah kahibena ama pane cind (1)

When I timidly follow behind Sri Rapa Manjari, she
will she say to me, “Fetch some water for the Divine
Couple!”

sadaya hrdaye doribe kahibena hisi
kothaiya paile ripa! ei nava disi (2)

Seeing me standing in fear behind Sri Rapa, Radha
and Krsna, with kind hearts, will again smilingly
ask Sri Rapa, “Where have you brought this new

maidservant from?”



Sri-riipa-marnjari tabe donhad vakya suni
manjildli dila more ei dasi ani (3)
Hearing Their statements, Sri Rapa will answer,
“Manjulali brought her and gave her to me.”

ati namra-citta ami ihare janila
sebd-karya diya tabe hethaya rikbila (4)

“I could understand her to be very meek and humble,
therefore, engaging her with service, I kept her here.”

hena tattva donhékara saksate kahiyi
narottame sevaya dibe niyukta kariya (5)

S1i Rapa, after disclosing this information to Radha
and Krsna, will mercifully engage Narottama Dasa in
Their service.

In yet another song, Narottama Dasa Thakura prays to his
guru, Lokanatha Dasa Gosvami, for his mercy:

ha ha! prabhu lokandtha rikha pada-dvandve
krpa-dyste ciha jadi haiya anande (1)

O my lord Lokanatha Gosvami, please keep me at
your lotus feet. Please mercifully glance upon me.

mano-banccha siddhi tabe hana purna-trsna
hethiya caitanya mile setha ridha-krsna (2)

Only by your mercy, will my desires of attaining the
shelter of Lord Caitanya here, and of attaining the

shelter of Radha and Krsna in the spiritual world, be
fulfilled.



tumi nd karile daya ke karibe dra
manera visand purna kara ei bara (3)

If you neglect me, then who else will bestow mercy
upon me? Therefore, I pray that you kindly fulfil my
desires at this time.

e tina samsire mora dra kehd nai
krpa kari ‘nija pada-tale deha thani (4)
Please give me shelter under your lotus feet for I have
no one else but you in the three worlds.
§ri radha-krsna-lila-guna gana ratri-dine
§ri narottama-bancha purna nabe tuya bine (5)

Narottama Dasa wishes to glorify the pastimes and
qualities of Radha and Krsna day and night. This is
impossible without your mercy.

Sri Gopala Krsna Dasa (1784-1862) was a Raganuga

Vaisnava from Orissa who has written many songs in
Sanskrit and Oriya. He was a follower in the Rapanuga line
of Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami and has written his bhajans
accordingly. In this prayer, he is in a lilasamayi-bhiva in

expectation of the time when he will achieve his goal:

Sri-gurudatta tanu ebe hoi jyanta mora
Jydi puni ubhd huanti paise sri-sarasira (1)

When will Sti Guru give me a spiritual body so that I
can manifest at Ridha-kunda?

sdstanga prandma karu mu bysta hoi Sarira
pulaka hoi bahanta jye netranandasrudhara (2)



When will I be able to offer my complete prone

obeisances with my body? When will my hairs stand
on end and tears flow from my eyes?

saratiriranya biloki pratibrksa balliriki
olagi aslesa karanti sadare nama diki (3)

Then, in the forests near Radha-kunda, I will greet
each tree and creeper by its name, offer them all my
obeisances and embrace each one of them.

Sri Gopala Krsna Dasa also wrote:

alimanjari paribarihoi paribestita
divydsanare mo svimini pranandtha sahita

All of the sakhis and manjaris surround my Mistress

(Radha) and Her Master (Krsna) as They sit together
on the divine throne.

biloki parama adbhuta parinanda svaripa

padi rahanti paddbjare labhi sukbha amaipa

After seeing Their transcendental forms, I will become

very astonished and lay down at Their lotus feet in
extreme, unlimited pleasure.

samastarka drsti patana huanta ekdthare
dsa boli ajna diante svamini sri-mukhare
At once, the Divine Couple and Their associates see

me, and Radharani orders me to approach saying,
“Come, come.”

Sire thari ripamanjari dikante jye pasaku
Jydi Sri-chamure rahanti jubdri lalitanku



With a nod of her head, Rapa Mafjari summons me
to her side. I go to her after paying obeisances to Lalita

Sakhi Devi.
Prayerfully, Gopala Krsna Dasa expresses the following

lamentation:
krpa na kale, kahinki dhariba parina?
brajendu hrdaya bibarini radbe hoijyibita akirana

na miliba bele hele jyadi seba amala sri-kanijacarana
pranandtha sakhi manjarimanarku ehi pain niti jandina
O Radhe, You are residing in Krsna’s heart. If You will
not give me Your mercy, my life will remain useless.
Why should I even desire to stay alive? I am praying
to the sakhis and manjaris to receive at least one
opportunity to serve Your sacred lotus feet.

Because of this desire, Gopala Krsna identified himself as

a maidservant of Srimati Radharani and thus sings elsewhere:
dayamayi disiba jyiba kalare mo jiba yiba
braja bidhunka ankare thiba jye (1)

O merciful Radhe, when my soul leaves my body, I

pray to see you in the lap of Krsna. Gopala Krsna Dasa

contemplates how he can chant Radha’s name at the

time of his death.

Jaya Sri-radha govinda boli nama badanaru uccariba
mathdre chamuku dikila parde manare abhasiba jye (2)

I pray that at the time I leave my body that my mouth
will chant “Jaya Sri Ridha Govinda” and that T will see
Your face signalling for me to come near to You.



gopdla krsna bhane Sri-gurudeva-datta debe prabesiba
aruna amala kamala arghrira sebare nijyukta heba jye (3)

Gopala Krsna prays that at his death his soul will go
into the spiritual body given to him by his Gurudeva
and that he will be able to join into the service of
Radha’s sacred reddish lotus feet.

Such aspirations and moods are accepted and harmonized
by all Rapanuga Gaudiya Vaispavas. Until Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu spoke about them, no one had heard of the
most secret and ever-fresh pastimes of Goloka that Radha and
Krsna enjoyed in the groves and under the transcendental
trees near Radha-kunda. Others had previously spoken only
of risa-lila. But the confidential midday pastimes, where the
daughter of Sti Vrsabhanu served Sri Krsna, were unknown
until Mahaprabhu narrated them.

Srila Rapa Gosvami described the loving pastimes (rati-
keli) of Krsna and His intimate associates. The /i/is he narrated
include the swing festival, the gopis stealing Krsna’s flute, the
drinking of honey wine and many other ecstatic amorous
activities. Gaudiya Vaisnavas, the followers of Mahaprabhu,
are unique in their acceptance and glorification of these /ilas
as topmost. No other sampridaya relishes these pastimes
to the extent that Gaudiya Vaispavas do. Sri Gauranga
Mahaprabhu’s associates, the Rapanugas, are the only ones
who embrace, understand and experience this philosophy.
Sri Virsabhanavi-devi-dayita Dasa, Srila Bhakti Siddhinta
Sarasvati Thakura, the ninth generational successor in the
lineage (parampari) of Rapanuga Vaisnavas, appeared and
taught his followers that the process of pursuing the foot dust
of Srila Rapa Gosvami is our highest aspiration.



Exhibiting this mood, he prayed Srila Raghunatha Disa

Gosvami’s verse:
ddaddnas tynam dantair dam yace punah punah
Srimad-ripa-padambhoja-dhilib syim janma-janmani
Holding straw between my teeth, I pray again and

again to be the foot dust at the lotus feet of Sri Rapa
Gosvami.
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‘The Glorious (ife of
SRILA BHAKTI JIVANA
JANARDANA

GOSVAMI MAHARAJA

WA he following compilation is an offering in
% > Y| remembrance, appreciation and glorification
) of His Divine Grace Nitya-lila-pravista Om
& Visnupada Paramahansa 108 Sri Srila Bhakti
Jivana Janardana Gosvami Maharaja.

As many devotees from around the world would like to
know about his glorious life, teachings, personal history, and
devotional practice, I humbly offer this brief sketch at the
lotus feet of Srila Bhakti Jivana Janirdana Gosvimi Maharija.
By the inspiration and yearning of the devotees, I present this
for their edification. Srila Janardana Gosvami Maharaja was a
unique, pure Rapanuga Vaisnava from among all of our guru-
vargas and the disciples of Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura Prabhupada. As such, he always taught us the highest
principles of krsna-bhakti as enunciated by Srila Prabhupada,




who was also affectionately known as Varsabhanavi Devi-
dayita Dasa, the beloved servant of Srimati Radharani.
Srila Janardana Gosvami Mahardja was a strict follower of
Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami and Srila Rapa Gosvami, both of
whom taught the value and highest objective of ridhi-dasyam
being themselves intimate servitors of Srimati Radharani.

Srila Janardana Gosvimi Maharaja is my sannydsa-guru and
was the vice president of Sri Krishna Caitanya Mission. He
was held in the highest esteem by his godbrothers including
my diksi-guru, His Divine Grace Nitya-lila-pravista Om
Visnupada Paramaharhsa 108 Sri Srila Bhakti Vaibhava Puri
Gosvami Maharaja and by Pujyapada Nityananda Gosvami
Maharaja (Nityananda Dasa Brahmacari), another prominent
senior disciple of Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati Thakura
Prabhupada. Very dear to Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati,
Nityananda Disa Brahmacari was also Srila Prabhupada’s
personal servant and cook.

I have tried to collect a few drops of nectar from the
ocean of Srila Janirdana Gosvami Maharajas sublime
qualities. Some of these I experienced personally. But I will
also relate some of Srila Maharaja’s noble characteristics and
pastimes as observed by some of his other close associates
and godbrothers. In this way, it is my hope that by offering
this recollection at his lotus feet we may all be blessed and
inspired by such a divine personality.

namap om vispupaddya prabhupida-priyiya ca
§ri Srimad bhakti jivana jandirdandya namine (1)

I offer my dandavat-pranima unto the lotus feet of
Srila Bhakti Jivana Janardana Gosvami who is very
dear to Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati Thakura
Prabhupada.



Sravanena prabhupdada prabhupida prajalpatibiyah

prabhupada-nistha-riapah tasmai sri gurave namah (2)

I offer my dandavat-pranama to Sti Guru, who is
always speaking the name of Prabhupada, his guru-
padapadma. He is the very form of guru-nistha in his
unshakable determination to serve the lotus feet of his
Guru Maharaja.

Sri-radha-tattva-nisthiya cintayati sadatmane
ajidna-ndsine tasmai prema-sira pracarine (3)

I offer my dandavat-prandma to Srila Bhakti Jivana
Janardana Gosvami, who has great determination and
intense faith in §7i-rddbd-tattva and who was always
immersed in remembering Srimati Radharani, Her
glories, mood and pastimes, and who always taught
the same truths to his disciples and followers.

Sri-radha-bhava gambhiraha hrdaye smarati sada
sva-jana-prati vitsalya tasmai sri gurave namah (4)

I offer my dandavar-pranima to Sti Guru, who
is always absorbed in the core of his heart in the
deep bhava of Srimati Radharani, following in the
footsteps of our previous dcdryas, whose hearts are
ever captivated by Her divine qualities and pastimes,
and who always lovingly relish such discussions in the
company of like minded devotees.

vaispavandm varenyam yah sarva-sistre supanditah
tam guroh caranam vande $ri jivana jandrdanam (5)

I offer my dandavat-pranama to Srila Bhakti Jivana
Janardana Gosvami, who is an wztama-bhigavata, a
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topmost devotee among all devotees in Vaisnava
society, and who expertly comprehends the purport
of all devotional scriptures.

radhe radheti mukhaibje yasya sphurati abbiksnam
radhayih priya-svaripa $ri jivana jandrdanam (6)

I offer my dandavat-pranima to Srila Bhakti Jivana
Janardana Gosvami, who is always remembering and

loudly chanting along with his associates, Jaya Radhe,
Jaya Radhe, Jaya Radhe!’

gaura-krpa vigrahdya gauringasya priyatmane
tam ripam satatam vande mad-jivanasya jivanam (7)

I offer my dandavat-pranima unto Srila Bhakti
Jivana Janardana Gosvami, who is the very form of
Lord Gauranga’s mercy and who is very dear to Lord
Gauranga.

virahena sada ydce tava pada-padmesu me
dasraya-charane dehi gurudeva kripaluna (8)

I offer my dandavat-praniama to you, oh Gurudeva.
Intensely feeling your separation, I pray that by your
compassion and mercy you will always give me shelter
at your lotus feet.

Srila Bhakti Jivana Janirdana Gosvimi Maharaja

appeared in this world in the year 1917, in the month of
Agrahayana, Suklastami, on a Friday corresponding to the
date of December 21, 1917. He appeared in a village near
the town Banjanagara, Ganjam District, in the state of Orissa,
Bharata Varsha. It should be noted here that Ganjam District
is famous for being the appearance place of numerous
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high caliber Gaudiya Vaisnavas. Srila Janardana Gosvami
Maharaja’s father and mother are unknown because he never
spoke much about the details of his life prior to joining
the Matha. Without having performed much of a sickness
pastime, Srila Guru Maharaja uttered “Radhe, Radhe,
Radhe” and passed from this world at 6:25 a.m. on Monday,
December 5, 1994. He did so in the presence of his disciples
at Gauravani Vinoda Ashram Gaudiya Matha, Subasapali,
Kharagpur, Medinipur District, West Bengal, India in the
temple complex that he had founded and constructed there.

In his youth, upon hearing the preaching of the disciples of
Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada, he was
immediately attracted to Krsna Consciousness and travelled
to Sridhama Mayapura. There he surrendered his life to the
service of his Gurudeva and began residing in Sri Caitanya
Matha. A model sidhaka, he was unwaveringly respectful to
all Vaisnavas and to his elder godbrothers. He never missed
arati or kirtana. Naturally detached from material sense
enjoyment and mundane inclinations, he always showed a
special attraction to and interest in hearing hari-kathi and
Srimad Bhagavatam classes from Srila Prabhupada. Srila Guru
Mahiraja took initiation from Srila Bhakti Siddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura in Mayapur and received the name Sripad
Ananta Rama Dasa Brahmacari. From the time he joined the
Matha, he was seen to be continually engaged in rendering
various loving devotional services to the Matha and to the
mission of his Gurudeva. He always took great concern to
never waste a moment of time and to always be favorably
engaged in hearing krsna-katha, joining kirtana, worshipping
Tulasi, studying sdstra, going out for preaching, collecting
donations for the maintenance of the temple, and a diversity



of other devotional services which he executed with faith
and humility. Further, he was never seen to be attached to
anything for his own personal comfort, opulence, service or
recognition. His Gurudeva, Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati
Thakura Prabhupada, was very pleased with his service
attitude, sincerity, and commitment and in turn always paid
special attention to him. After receiving initiation, Sripad
Ananta Rama Dasa Brahmacari quickly became proficient
in scriptural knowledge and joined the preaching mission
along with his other godbrothers who had great affection
and respect for him on account of his exemplary devotional
qualities. Seeing his enthusiasm and ability, Srila Sarasvati
Thakura sent him to Orissa to preach. He sometimes stayed
at the Gaudiya Matha in Cuttack and later resided in Puri
at Cataka Parvata, Purusottama Gaudiya Math, where he
offered his service for some time. Subsequently, he also served
at the Bagh Bazaar Gaudiya Math in Kolkata. While there,
he went out every day to collect donations for various temple
projects. He visited households and businesses throughout
the city and very enthusiastically enlightened whoever he met
with valuable instructions on the science of krsna-bhakti.
Regardless of whether he was very busily engaged doing
service around the temple, such as worshipping the deities,
performing drati, cooking, distributing prasidam, cleaning
the temple, and doing various other types of seva, he still
never failed to spend time reading Bhagavad-gita, Caitanya
Caritamyta, Caitanya Bhagavata, Srimad Bhagavatam, and
other Purinas. As well as regularly reading sistra, he also
memorized all of the most important scriptural verses.
He did this not for show but as a function of keeping his
inner devotional life vibrant. He also thoroughly studied all



eighteen Purinas. His deep faith in $dstra and his proclivity
to memorize and lovingly recite scripture inspired other
devotees, including those who were senior to him, to
memorize more verses. Even while he was still a brabmacairi,
it was not unusual for senior Vaisnavas to order him to
speak and then become impressed and inspired by his hari-
katha. For the benefit of his audience, whenever he spoke,
he frequently made reference to stories he had read in the
Purinas and elsewhere. Consequently, his godbrothers would
lovingly refer to him as “Speaker of Purinas” (purana-vakta).
Srila Janardana Maharaja was, in fact, presthanusilanam: every
moment of his entire life was dedicated to the service of his
Gurudeva and the Vaisnavas and to continually searching for
the essential value of life.

In 1937, on the first of January, when the dcirya of the
Gaudiya Math, Jagad-guru Sri Srimad Bhakti Siddhinta
Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada enacted his disappearance
lila, the Matha was overtaken by disagreements and quarrels
between godbrothers on how to cooperatively manage
the institution. Many sannydsis and brahmacdris then
left Sti Caitanya Matha to preach and establish their own
independent centers and temples. At that time, there was
great suffering on account of disunity and misunderstanding
between devotees. Then, Sripad Ananta Rama Dasa
Brahmacari, along with other brahmaciris and sannyisis,
rented a house in Medinipur at Shiva Bazaar where they
eventually established the Sti Syamananda Gaudiya Matha.
At that temple, the President was Srila Bhakti Vicira
Yayavara Gosvimi Mahiraja. Under Sripad Ananta Rima
Dasa Brahmacarf’s guidance, other godbrothers joined him
and started preaching from there. During this period, Sripad



Ridha Ramana Dasa Brahmacari, who was later on known
by his sannyisa name of Srila Bhakti Kumuda Santa Gosvami
Mahiraja, and who was a very close associate of Stipad Ananta
Rama Dasa Brahmacari, would spend a considerable amount
of time discussing high class vaisnava-sastra. Sometimes, Srila
Bhakti Vedanta Vamana Gosvami Maharaja would also join
them as they studied Vaisnava philosophy and kirzana plus
discussed the pastimes of Radha Krsna and Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu. In this way, they all happily spent their time
absorbed in krsna-bhakti. In Medinipur, there was also a
library maintained by the king where devotees would go to
do research.

With great enthusiasm, along with some of his godbrothers,
Sripéd Ananta Rima Dasa, an undeviated (naistika)
brahmacari, went to his respected elder godbrother, Nitya-
lila-pravista Om Srila Bhakti Gaurava Vaikhinasa Gosvami
Maharaja and accepted tridanda-sannyisa-asram from him
in accordance with the principles of Sitwata-Sambita. At
that time, he received the name Tridandi-svami Srila Bhakti
Jivana Janardana Gosvami Maharaja. After serving for some
time in the Sri Syamananda Gaudiya Matha, Srila Bhakti
Jivana Janardana Gosvami Maharaja left to preach the
message of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and to establish his
own temple, Gauravani Vinoda Ashram Gaudiya Matha, in
Subasapali, Kharagpur. There he installed beautiful deities
of Gauranga Mahaprabhu and Sri Sri Radha Vinodjiu and
worshipped them daily along with the mirt of his beloved
Guru Maharaja, Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati Thakura
Prabhupada. Making this temple his home base, he preached
successfully all over Orissa and West Bengal. He was known
for organizing beautiful, well-attended festivals where guests



were welcomed to hear high class hari-kathi and then
sumptuously fed. The appearance day festival (vydsa-piija)
he held for his worshipable Guru Maharaja always attracted
many Vaisnavas. Many also recall the grand Radhastami
festivals he would hold and how he would repeatedly and
joyfully be heard to chant, “Radhe! Radhe!”

Stila Guru Maharija was an expert preacher and always
took the attention of his audience to the examples found
in the pages of the Purinas. Known for his sweet, slow
presentations, his classes captured the interest of the many
devotees and visitors who came to hear him speak. Everyone
knew that once he began speaking hari-katha, his classes
would never be less than two hours long. At times, he even
spoke for up to four hours! He was also known to sing the
Gaudiya Mahajans’ padyavalis. In this way, he easily attracted
the many pious, fortunate souls who took shelter of him. By
seeing his ideal Vaisnava character, his determined vow of
sannydsa, his mood of service at the lotus feet of his Guru, his
devotion to Radha Govinda and Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu,
and by hearing his sweet hari-kathi embellished with
relevant examples and rasa-kirtana, many wealthy, highly
literate persons came to Kharagpur to hear from him. Many
eventually took initiation from him and became his disciples.

Multiple Vaisnavas have noted that Srila Janardana
Maharaja never missed the Navadvipa Dhama and Vraja
Mandala Parikramas. He was especially fond of Navadvipa
Parikrama and would reside in Navadvipa proper during the
Gaura Parnima season. On one occasion during Navadvipa
Parikrama, at Srila Bhakti Siddhinta Sarasvati Thakura
Prabhupada’s samadhi in Mayapur, when it came time for him
to glorify his Gurudeva, Srila Guru Mahiraja began to speak.



During his glorification, his throat choked up and he broke
down into uncontrollable tears that rendered him unable to
say anything further. As he wept, those in attendance were
awestruck by his sincerity and authenticity as well as his deep
faith in and love for his spiritual master.

Although Srila Janirdana Maharaja had a notable sweet
disposition, this was in no way an indication of any weakness
within him. He did not shy away from addressing controversies
and often invited debate if he felt it would forward the great
truths of Gaudiya Vaisnava philosophy. Once, while on
Govardhana Parikrama with hundreds of devotees, the party
arrived at Ridhi-kunda where Srila Janardana Maharaja took
the opportunity to address the Radha-kunda renunciants
(babajis) about their criticisms of Gaudiya Vaisnava sannydsis
in the line of Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati Thakura. He
invited them to discuss the topic but the bibajis declined.
Using scriptural references and historical facts, Srila Guru
Mabharaja strongly and conclusively articulated the legitimacy
of the saffron-garbed Rapanuga Gaudiya Vaisnavas. Though
Srila Janardana Maharija had humbly asked them to discuss
the topic, seeing his strength of character and hearing his
firm tone and persuasive argument, the babdjis were unable
to justify their slanderous claims. The strength with which he
spoke has been characterized as though a roar! As a result of
his command of the audience, as well as of the topic, none of
the babajis came forward to accept his invitation to debate
the issue or to defend their unfounded position.

As described at the beginning of Srimad Bhagavatam 1.1.2,
only those who are completely pure hearted (nirmatsara)
can understand Srimad Bhagavatam. Any person who takes
pleasure in the misery of others or who becomes malcontent



at the happiness or success of any other living entity is
considered matsara, the opposite of nirmatsara. Such a
person will never be able to access Srimad Bhigavatam’s deep
purports. Srila Janardana Maharaja was indeed nirmatsara.
A realized soul, he always saw the presence of the Supreme
Lord within every creature whether they were plants, trees,
animals, birds or human beings. Thus, he always related
to any creature he came in touch with in a friendly and
compassionate manner. It was his nature to always feel for the
suffering of the living beings in this material world. In order
to benefit others, he helped them understand how to access
the path of liberation from sazisira, the cycle of repeated
birth and death. To this end, Srila Guru Mabharaja continually
presented the conclusions of §stra to whoever would come
and hear attentively from him.

He was often observed devotedly serving cows by seeing to
their comfort, wellbeing and happiness. All of his temples had
cowsheds (gosilis) and he frequently and fondly addressed
each cow by name. Every day, he spent time lovingly feeding,
bathing and brushing them and they reciprocated their
affection for Srila Mahirija. The cows would often be seen
standing on the veranda waiting for his arrival. His devotion
to and enthusiasm for these tasks were unmistakeable. To
watch him was to understand the mood of the gopas and gopis
of the sacred land of Vrndavana. But personally, for his own
benefit or convenience, Srila Guru Maharaja would never
accept anyone’s service. Rather, he was always enthusiastic to
accept an opportunity to respectfully serve other Vaisnavas,
even those who were his juniors.

For the satisfaction of Lord Krsna, he was continually
absorbed in ecstatic devotion by body, mind and words.



His activities were done in remembrance of his Gurudeva,
Srila Rapa Gosvami, Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami and other
associates of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, and Sri Sri Radha
Govinda and Their dear most sakhis and manjaris. He
was often heard to utter their names or pray to them in a
mood of pure bhiva-bhakti. He was also always calling out,
“Vrsabhinu-nandini, Srimati Radharini, Svimini” and
“Jaya Radhe bol!” Like Srila Raghunatha Dasa Gosvami,
he expressed his inner heart’s desire, “My Svamini, O my
worshipable Goddess, Srimati Radharani, when will I attain
your service?” He was always praying in this way.

Stila Bhakti Jivana Janardana Gosvimi Maharija
consistently impressed upon his disciples that if anyone
desired to enjoy the sweet mellow of loving service to Sri Sri
Radha Krsna, then they must first take shelter of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, must always chant the Lord’s holy names,
and must faithfully follow the eternal maidservants of
Srimati Radharani like Lalita, Vigakha, Rangadevi, Sudevi,
Tungavidya, Campakalata, Citra and Indulekha. He assured
us that if, even in this very lifetime, we are able to serve all of
the manjaris and dasis of the Divine Couple, including Rapa
Mahjari, with pure humility and without any hesitation or
duplicity, that these maidservants are so merciful that they
will accept us and help us to be established in our eternal
service mood.
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Nitya-lila-pravista Om Visnupida Paramahamsa 108
SRI SRILA BHAKTI JIVANA JANARDANA GOSVAMI
and SRILA BHAKTI VICHAR BISHNU MAHARA]



